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Description

The Indigenous Art Code (the Code) is designed to set standards of ethical behaviour for art dealers
and galleries operating in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art sector by regulating the conduct
of commercial art dealers and agents to ensure:

o fair and ethical trade with artists;
e transparency with the promotion and sale of artworks;
¢ a fair and efficient dispute resolution system for disputes arising under the Code.

The Code can be accessed here.
Who needs to comply with the Code?

Becoming a &€ signatorya€™ is voluntary and involves a voluntary commitment to agree to uphold the
Code. However, once a dealer or gallery has committed to the Code, there is a strict framework in place
specifying the ethical standards which must be adopted and for the investigation of complaints against
signatories who may have breached the Code. Anyone who is interested in ethical treatment of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Artists can sign up to the Code. There are three categories of
membership: for dealers, artists and support members. More information can be found at:
https://indigenousartcode.org/.

Once a member, signatories may display the Code logo in connection with their business and create
Code Certificates on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artworks sold or handled by them.

Who is responsible for managing the Code?

Indigenous Art Code Limited (lartC), a public company, was established in 2010 to provide a
governance and legal structure for the administration of the Code. lartC is led by a Board of Directors,
drawn from the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander visual arts industry and the wider community. It is
responsible for processing applications for membership and maintaining a register of signatories. It is
also charged with investigating compliance with the Code and imposing sanctions for non-compliance.
For further information see the dedicated Code website.
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https://indigenousartcode.org/storage/uploads/9ca09be3-b23e-4e37-9f5c-af37d906a907/Indigenous-Art-Code.pdf
https://www.indigenousartcode.org/
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What happens if someone does not comply with the Code?

When lartC receives a complaint made against a signatory it will conduct or commission a review of the
complaint. The signatory will be given an opportunity to answer any allegations. If a breach of the Code
is established, the lartC may impose conditions on the signatory and request certain actions, such as
compensating the complainant, or suspend the signatory for a defined period or remove the signatory
from the Code register. There is no mechanism for sanctions against &€ non-signatoriesa€™.

How does the Code impact the relationship between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists
and art dealers?

The Code provides a detailed list of minimum terms that should feature in any agreements between
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists and art dealers. Arts Lawa€™s Artist and Art Centre
Agreement has all the essential terms required by the Code. For more information see the Arts Law
Information Sheet Artist and Art Centre a€“ Contract Template a€“ Information for Artists.

Under the Code, agents and art dealers are required to provide regular written reports detailing receipt
of artwork, sales of artwork, including the sale price, details of payment to the artist and the art
dealera€™s commission, and promotional activities undertaken.

The Code also sets out benchmarks, including recommended timeframes for payments to artists,
guidance on how to respect Indigenous cultural practices and artista€™s rights and guidelines for
acting professionally.

Whata€™s in it for the consumers?

The Code sets out requirements and procedures for the issue of certificates of authenticity, known as
a€"Indigenous Art Code Certificatesa€™. Consumers will take a level of comfort as to an artworka€™s
authenticity and provenance if accompanied by such a certificate.

Is the Code under review?

As part of the Governmenta€™s National Cultural Policy, &€"Revivea€™, which is a 5-year plan to
revive Australiad€™s arts sector, the Government undertook a review of the Code to strengthen the
protections for the First Nations artists as well as consumers. The review was conducted by Cox Inall
Rigdeway. A final report and recommendations are expected soon. See here for more information.

Need more help?

Contact Arts Law if you have questions about any of the topics discussed above

Telephone: (02) 9356 2566 or toll-free outside Sydney 1800 221 457

Also visit the Arts Law website for more articles and information sheets and the Code website.

A®© Arts Law Centre of Australia 2010, last reviewed 2025
ART FORMS

1. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Culture & Knowledge
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https://www.artslaw.com.au/product/indigenous-artist-and-art-centre-agreement-artists-in-the-black/
https://www.artslaw.com.au/product/indigenous-artist-and-art-centre-agreement-artists-in-the-black/
https://www.artslaw.com.au/information-sheet/?art_form=aitb-culture-knowledge
https://www.arts.gov.au/what-we-do/indigenous-arts-and-languages/review-indigenous-art-code#:~:text=A%20review%20of%20the%20Indigenous,the%20end%20of%20November%202024.
https://www.artslaw.com.au/services/legal-query-form/
https://www.artslaw.com.au/
https://www.indigenousartcode.org/
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2. Visual Arts
LEGAL TOPICS

1. Contracts
2. Indigenous cultural & intellectual property
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