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Privacy and the private sector

This information sheet provides general information about the private sector and privacy laws.

With effect from 12 March 2014, the Privacy Act 1988 (Cth) (Privacy Act) includes a set of new privacy principles which
consolidate the previous National Privacy Principles (NPPs) and Information Privacy Principles (IPPs) into 13 new Australian
Privacy Principles (APPs) which regulate the collection, use, storage and disclosure of personal information by some
businesses and government agencies. Amendments to the Privacy Act (implemented through the Privacy Amendment
(Enhancing Privacy Protection) Act 2012 (Cth)) also:

introduce new penalties for serious or repeated breaches of the Act of up to $1.7 million for companies and $340,000 for an
individual; and

grant increased powers to the Office of the Australian Information Commissioner; and

introduce a new and more comprehensive credit reporting regime for regulating the management of certain kinds of personal
information concerning consumer credit.

This information sheet details how these changes to the Privacy Act affect:

¢ the way that businesses handle and process personal information,
¢ the way businesses use personal information for direct marketing and

o the way businesses disclose personal information to people overseas.
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Disclaimer

The information in this information sheet is general. It does not constitute, and should be not relied on as, legal advice. The Arts Law Centre of Australia (Arts
Law) recommends seeking advice from a qualified lawyer on the legal issues affecting you before acting on any legal matter.

While Arts Law tries to ensure that the content of this information sheet is accurate, adequate or complete, it does not represent or warrant its accuracy,
adequacy or completeness. Arts Law is not responsible for any loss suffered as a result of or in relation to the use of this information sheet. To the extent
permitted by law, Arts Law excludes any liability, including any liability for negligence, for any loss, including indirect or consequential damages arising from
or in relation to the use of this information sheet.

© Arts Law Centre of Australia

You may photocopy this information sheet for a non-profit purpose, provided you copy all of it, and you do not alter it in any way. Check you have the most
recent version by contacting us on (02) 9356 2566 or tollfree outside Sydney on 1800 221 457.
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