
Examples of what 
we see 

Type of work Who owns copyright? 

(Where the Crown is not the 
copyright owner)   

How long does the 
copyright last? 

(Where the Crown is not 
the copyright owner)   

A painting or drawing 

 

Artistic work 1. The artist or 

2. The artist’s employer if the work 
was made in the course of 
employment. This may be altered 
by agreement between the artist 
and employer.   

3. The commissioner of a portrait 
for private or domestic use.  

For the life of the creator plus 
70 years *  

A sculpture 
displayed in public or 
private 

A work of 
artistic 
craftsmanship 

 

The sculptor (but if the sculpture is 
situated permanently in a pubic 
place, it is not an infringement of 
copyright to make a drawing, 
engraving, photograph of the 
sculpture or to include it in a film or 
television broadcast)  

For the life of the sculptor 
plus 70 years* 

  

An etching, a 
lithograph, 
photogravure(a 
process involving an 
etched print 
developed from a 
photograph) 

woodcut, print or 
similar work, but not 
a photograph  

An engraving 1. The artist or  

2. The artist’s employer if the work 
was made in the course of 
employment. This may be altered 
by agreement between the 
painter and employer.   

3. The commissioner of an 
engraving 

For the life of the creator plus 
70 years*  

But if the engraving is 
published for the first time 
after the creator’s death, 
copyright will continue until 
70 years after the work is 
published    

Photographs for 
commercial use such 
as photos on a 
postcard or coffee 
table book, or for 
private or domestic 
use such as wedding 
photos or holiday 
photos 

   

A photograph  1. The artist – photographer 

2. The artist’s employer if the work 
was made in the course of 
employment. This may be altered 
by agreement between the 
photographer and employer. 

3. The commissioner of 
photographs for private or 
domestic use.     

For the life of the creator plus 
70 years*  

If published anonymously or 
published under pseudonym, 
copyright will last for 70 
years after the work is 
published    

Silver, pottery, wood 
and embroidery.    

 

Works of 
artistic 
craftsmanship  

1. The artist or 

2. The artist’s employer if the work 
was made in the course of 
employment. This may be altered 
by agreement between the 
painter and employer 

For the life of the creator plus 
70 years* 

 

 


